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Alien Homestead

Shrewsbury, Mommouth County, New Jersey
Owner: George Silver

Date of Erection: 1667

Arehitect:

Buiider:

Present Condition: Good

Number of Storiss: Two and one-half

Meterials of Construction: Foundation - stone and
brick

Exterior waells - frame
congtruction, shingles

Interior walls - plaster

Inside snd outeide
chimneye

Roof' - gawmbrel with dormers
Historicsl Tata:

This house 18 almosi as old as the gettlement of
Shrewshury itself. Shrewsbury was settled in 1664 at a
erosaroad called the "Four Corners" at the meeting of the
Eatontown Turnpike and the Tinton Falls and FKumson Neck
Roed. At this point a King's highweay, laid out in 1685,
crosged the corners, This house stanés on the northwest
corner of these intersecting rosds.
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To separate legend and tradition from
history in connsctlon with this dwelling 1=
impossible. It 1s believed that the foundations
were laid in 16673 who huilt it and who lived in
it prior to the time 1t was purchssed by the
Allen family in 1812, is not known.

There are severel legends of struggles
and skirmishes which took place in and around
the old house. There is a story of an English
offlcer sent to spy upon a group of Colonial
gsoldiers known to be gtstioned 1in the home, and
of his being shot or bayoneted at the foot of the
stalrway.

Behind sn old panel on the second floor
hag been found evidence that a youth called to
bear srms against the Brltish had secreted himself
in order to escaps his enemies,

Shrewsbury history relates that Tory
refugees made seversl raids through the villsge.
The Allen Homestesd was the scene of their blocdlest
deeds. A guard of twelve Virginia Continentals were
guartered in the tavern for the protection of the
village. Five refugees, lesrning of this, ceme up
from Zendy Hook, secreted themselves iIn the graveg of
t*e churchyard on the copposite corner, and walted an
opportunity to surprise the Continentsls. The gusrdes
careless and unsuspicious of desnger came from thelr
tour of duties, stacke’ their arms in the north room
of the lowser flcor, and sought relaxation in the
shady grounds to the rear of the house., The Tories
rugshed the house and captured the srme. The Continentels
hesring the nolse, ruched hack into the house, They were
unarmed; one was plnned to the flocor and dled, two others
receive’ fatal wounds, and the remsinder surrendered,
being taken to New York and cest into one of the vugar
prisons.
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On June 14, 1814, Dr, Edmund Williams
Allen and hieg bride moved into the home and the
property remained in the Allen family until
purchased from the lagt direct dezcendant of
Dr., Allen by George Silver in 1927.

APRiL (T, 1914

In the-spring o£-3943% the house was
badly damaged by fire snd a stors building
adjolning 1t was completely destroyed. Almost
a8 much destruction was wrought by water as was
by fire, and the interior had to be almost
rebuilt. Due to the good judgment of the owner
and bullder a successful repair job was dons so
that the house's ancient appearance was not
destroyed,

A11 the doors of the house are
mahogany, and the winding staircase which leads
to the main hall hss mehogany balusters and a
mahogany handrail, 4A11 of the hardware is of the
type made two hundred ysars ago. <Some of this
has been replaced by new of the same type as the
0ld made by the local blacksmith shop.
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